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I would like to make the following statement which is based on the conclusions of the fact-finding mission of the Subcommittee on Human Rights of the European Parliament to Honduras on May 17th as well as the current events including return of former President Zelaya and his public reconciliation with President Porfirio Lobo as well as report presented on July 7th by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission coordinated by Eduardo Stein, former Vice President of Guatemala.

The delegation of DROI noted the strong commitment of the Honduran authorities (the Government and the Parliament) to turn the page, to adopt various international human rights law texts and increase the effectiveness of the judicial system. At the same time our delegation insisted on the need to investigate human rights violations during and after the coup, also as a means to achieve reconciliation in the country. 
The delegation could witness a number of serious problems in the protection of human rights in Honduras. Some of the most acute problems were impunity (impunity persists at over 90% of crimes committed); a very high rate of extra-judicial killings and widespread rape. Journalists are also intimidated as the number of killed journalists is very high in the country. In general, Honduras is number one country in the world in terms of homicides (last year the rate was 77 people per 100,000 inhabitants, the highest in the world). Organized crime is flourishing, drug trafficking is a big problem, as well as forced disappearances and others.
We, Members of the delegation, noted a plethora of public bodies responsible for enhancing human rights protection and the commitments entered into by the authorities during the UPR process in the framework of the UN Human Rights Council. But I would like to stress and we, members of the delegation, stressed to our interlocutors in Honduras that the number of institutions by itself is not a guarantee for effective human rights protection. We pointed out to the need of coordination among them and real commitment to human rights.

One of obvious problems that the Honduran government is currently facing is the lack of resources to effectively tackle not only human rights issues but also to take care of the public sector workers, enact social policy, or ensure justice in the country. This was also expressed by many of our interlocutors in Honduras, including the Honduran Special Prosecutor for Human Rights Sandra Ponce and Human Rights Minister Ana Pineda, who pointed that the prosecutors and newly created Ministry face a serious problem of lack of human and financial resources to do the job.

Another very clear problem that we witnessed was poor coordination (I have already mentioned this earlier) between the different institutions created. The fragmentation that exists between these different governmental bodies and the lack of coordination between them reduces the effectiveness of government actions to solve the existing problems. 

On the situation of NGOs and human rights defenders
While in Honduras our delegation met representatives of various NGOs. They welcomed the timely visit of the delegation and referred to a very negative situation mentioning specifically the contrasting elements: 

- the violent repressions and torture of the campesinos where land owners use local police and military power to destroy opposition;
- the formal acceptance by the authorities of human rights and democracy alongside an effective militarisation of society.

I am very much concerned by the numerous murders of activists and journalists and I deplore the high rate of impunity for such crimes. Our delegation welcomed the efforts of the EU to favour the strengthening of democracy and human rights in Honduras and called for a deepening of the dialogue between the EU and civil society organisations, as well as with authorities. 

The independence of the judiciary and the fight against impunity should be seen as key areas for the EU contribution to country's development and prioritize in financing. I recall the words of Human Rights Minister Ana Pineda who said to us that Honduras have a long way to go to fight impunity and at the end of the journey achieve independence of the judiciary.

In this context the EU must continue an active human rights dialogue with the authorities and use all available financial means and instruments, including the EIDHR, to back up the people in this country bravely working to defend their basic human rights.  

The Parliament will consider positively the EU-Central America Agreement in due course with a view to Europe’s responsibility to cooperate closely with the countries of the region and to encourage regional integration. 

On the Truth and Reconciliation Commission Report 
International efforts to mitigate the crisis in Honduras following the coup d'état were very evident and much needed. These efforts ranged from US and European efforts to those of Latin American leaders, such as President Santos of Colombia and President Chavez of Venezuela to achieve some kind of reconciliation. These efforts were the reason for the return to Honduras on 27 May of former President Zelaya and his public reconciliation with the current President Lobo. These efforts must continue and the EU should use its resources that there is no further destabilization in the country and that a genuine process of reconciliation can actually be implemented.

The Report of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission clearly states that the former President Manuel Zelaya was removed from power by a coup d'état and not in a constitutional succession. The Commission also said that Zelaya's actions as president could not be considered justification for the coup. 
There is hope that the Stein commission report will prove to be a real contribution to truth and reconciliation. The DROI delegation is convinced that the independent Truth Commission (chaired by Tom Loudon) gives a true contribution to the achievement of justice for those whose human rights have been so cruelly violated and called on the EUD to provide financial assistance to this commission.

I believe that the report and its recommendations will contribute to strengthening democracy, human rights and the rule of law in the country.

According to information we received, President Lobo's response to the report has been to accept its conclusions, but to focus on the reconciliation aspect of its brief. In that respect, he should view the imminent political dialogue with Honduran political parties and civil society actors on how to address the issues of political reform as a concrete response to the commission's recommendations. Lobo's strategy suggests he is trying to draw a line under these past issues; how far that will be possible will depend on a number of factors.

General Osorio Canales' restatement of the armed forces' position on the constitutionality of its actions in May 2009 indicates that the military will strongly resist any pressure to allow judicial investigation into its actions.

I am confident that Honduran Government will make its utmost in order to implement recommendations set in the report. It is important that such events like constitutional breakdowns and forceful removals of the presidents from power would be avoided in future. The European Union must be ready to provide all necessary assistance to Honduras in this important endeavour. 
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