Open letter to the EU Special Representative for Human Rights

Mr Stavros Lambrinidis

European Union Special Representative for Human Rights
European External Action Service

1046 Brussels

Belgium

Via: stavros.lambrinidis@ext.eeas.europe.eu
Cc: CAB-ARIAS-CANETE-ARCHIVES@ec.europa.eu
Annex:

- Submission to the ad hoc working group on the Durban platform for enhanced action calling for
human rights protections in the 2015 climate agreement, signed by 260 NGOs
- The Geneva Pledge for Human Rights in Climate Action, signed by 18 countries

24 February 2015

Subject: Promoting human rights in all climate actions - EU Strategic Framework and Action Plan
on Human Rights and Democracy

Dear Mr Lambrinidis,

The undersigned organisations urge you to include in the updated EU Strategic Framework and Action
Plan on Human Rights and Democracy an objective for the EU to pursue a human rights based
approach in all areas of its external action without exception, including climate change related
activities.

Climate change is a global injustice to present and future generations, and one of the greatest human
rights challenges of our time. We are highly concerned about the grave harm that climate change is
already causing both in Europe and beyond, and will continue to cause, to people and communities
as well as to the environment on which we all depend.

It is well recognized—by the UN Human Rights Council and others—that climate change and certain
actions being taken to address climate change interfere with the enjoyment of human rights
protected under international law. For this reason, in 2010, the Parties to the UNFCCC agreed that
“Parties should, in all climate change-related actions, fully respect human rights.” We regard this
recognition of existing obligations as critical for a range of aspects, including with regard to
safeguards and accountability for all climate actions, full and effective participation, and support for
poorer countries whose capacities to protect their citizens’ human rights are strained by climate
change impacts.

The EU’s external action will be heavily influenced by climate change considerations in the future.
2015 marks an important year that will culminate with the adoption of a new set of sustainable
development goals and the adoption of an international climate treaty to replace the Kyoto Protocol
in December 2015.
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Ahead of the Geneva climate talks in February 2015, more than 260 organisations worldwide have
called on Parties to the UN’s Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) to introduce a
human rights based approach in the 2015 climate agreement. The draft negotiation text adopted in
Genevaincludes now clear language that all Parties shall in all climate change related actions, respect,
protect, promote, and fulfil human rights for all. In addition, 18 countries have supported the
“Geneva Pledge” — an initiative to better understand the connection between human rights and
climate change, and many more are expected to join this initiative in the course of 2015.

While this step was applauded around the world, it will be challenging to maintain this important
language in the final climate treaty to be adopted in Paris. The EU plays an important role in the
UNFCCC process, both in terms of the fair share of action taken to reduce emissions in Europe, as
well as to mobilise the necessary amount of climate finance for climate action in developing
countries.

We therefore believe that the Action Plan on the EU Strategic Framework on Human Rights and
Democracy shall support the ongoing efforts of the EU and promote human rights in all climate
actions.

When updating the EU Strategic Framework and Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy
which expired at the end of 2014, we urge you to include an objective for the EU to pursue a human
rights based approach in all areas of its external action without exception, including climate change
related activities.

Thank you very much for your time and consideration.

Yours sincerely,
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Wendel Trio

Director, CAN - Climate Action Network Europe ‘ AN

http://www.ca neurope.org/ CLIMATE ACTION NETWORK

Europe

Eva Filzmoser
Director, Carbon Market Watch
www.carbonmarketwatch.org
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Bernd Nilles

Secretary General, CIDSE - Cooperation for
Development and Solidarity
http://www.cidse.org/

Andras Lukacs

President, Clean Air Action Group
http://www.levego.hu/

Joji Carino

Director, Forest Peoples Programme
http://www.forestpeoples.org/

V. de slaal

Vita de Waal
Executive Director, Foundation for GAIA
http://www.foundation-for-gaia.org/
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Bernd Bornhorst

MISEREOR - German Catholic Bishops’ Organisation for

Development Cooperation
http://www.misereor.org/

Casey Kelso

Advocacy Director, International Secretariat of
Transparency International
http://www.transparency.org/
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