
Eva Filzmoser, CDM Watch 

Civil Society Workshop 
19 April 2012, Ahmedabad 

Eva.filzmoser@cdm-watch.org   

Experience with 
CDM Project 
Campaigns 

mailto:anja.kollmuss@cdm-watch.org
mailto:anja.kollmuss@cdm-watch.org
mailto:anja.kollmuss@cdm-watch.org


Purpose & Types of Campaigns 

How to make your own luck  
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achievements) 



 
 

 

 

 

 

Purpose of CDM Project Campaigns 

 

 

2 objectives of 

the CDM 

 

Integrity in 

the CDM 

 

 

1. Global Emission 

reductions 

 

 

No non-additional 

CDM projects! 
 

 

2. Contribute to 

sustainable development  

 

No harmful CDM 

projects! 
 



Project types 
e.g. HFC-23, Coal, Large-Hydro 

Specific projects 

e.g. Human Rights Violations 

Policies 

e.g. no sufficient rules in place 

3 Types of Campaigns, targeting: 



National Governments  

decide UN rules and national sustainable 
development criteria 

United Nations (CDM EB & co) 
decide project registrations + rules 

Carbon Credit buyers & investors 

decide which projects they buy from 

Main Bodies Targeted 



How to make your own luck: 

- Know the process 

- Know your rights 

- Support claims with facts and figures 

- Know who to target and when 

 

 



Know the process - 1. Instance:  

Target your national government with issues 
related to  

- Sustainable Development 

- Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 

- Local Stakeholder Consultation (as part of the EIA) 

 

 

 

 

 



Know the process - 2. Instance:  

Target the UN process for all issues related to  

- Specific concerns/violations of UN rules, specifically: 

- Local Stakeholder Consultation    
 (as part of the UN Rule Book) 

- Additionality 

 

 

 

 



Know Your Rights: 

- Inform yourself about national rules on EIA and 
local stakeholder consultation 

- Ask the DNA to inform you about upcoming 
projects in your region 

-  Check out the      
 CDM Watch Toolkit 

 

 



Support claims with facts and figures 

Make a thorough water-proof analysis - weak arguments 
will be used against you! 

Beware: 

- Project usually only get rejected because of proven non-
additionality 

- No project has yet been rejected on the grounds of 
sustainability or breach of local stakeholder consultation 
rules 

 

 



Know who to target and when 

- Find out the status of the project 
at the UNFCCC website: 
http://cdm.unfccc.int/Projects/Val
idation/DB/XO0VE62SS4GVAQ84C
U03OSDX7KZR4G/view.html 

- If it is not yet posted, ask your 
DNA to keep you informed about 
upcoming projects 
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1. Project Type Campaign: HFC-23 

2. Project Type Campaign: Coal 

3. Project Campaign Barro Blanco (Hydro) 

4. Project Campaign Aguan (Human Rights) 

A few examples: 



• HFC-23 is an unwanted by-product in the 
production of HCFC-22 

• HFC-23 has a Global Warming Potential 11,700 
times higher than CO2. 

• The 19 abatement projects registered under the 
CDM are expected to generate ~500 million CERs 
by 2012 

• Costs for destroying HFC-23 emissions outside the 
carbon market are ~US$ 0.20 per ton of CO2 
equivalent 

• Revenues from selling credits exceed the actual 
cost of destruction by up to 70 times 

• This has created perverse incentives for plant 
operators to artificially increase HCFC-22 
production 

HFC-23 – Some facts 
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March 2010 

CDM Watch submits revision request (AM0001) to UNFCCC 

June 2010 

Media attention (CDM Watch press release, media briefings, policy 
events) 

July 2010 

Written EP question to Commission  

Executive Board asks Methodology Panel to further investigate 
allegations contained in revision request 

 

 

 

November 2010 

European Commission proposes to ban carbon credits 

from industrial gas projects to be eligible in the EU 

(from 2013) 
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New Coal Power Plants in the CDM 
(40 projects in the pipeline –  
India & China) 



(31000 Chinese coal miners died from accidents from 2000 – 2006) 



Coal Projects are Not Additional 

Because: 

• Financing is already 

secured 

• Costs estimates are 

skewed 

• Government mandates 

are ignored 

 

 global emissions increase! 



Cable sent by the American 

Consulate in Mumbai to the US 

Secretary of State in July 2008. The 

cable summarised a meeting with 

Indian industrialists 

 
[A CDM validator], is concerned that [Ultra Mega Power 

Plant] (UMPP) Project will be rejected by the CDM 

Executive Board, as the use of supercritical technology 

in all UMPPs is a mandatory requirement stipulated by 

the Indian government.  As this technology is the norm 

for all UMPPs, it has to be put in place by the project 

developer with or without the CDM benefit. Proving 

additionality is therefore difficult, she continued.  

(Comment: Ironically, DNV acted as the validator for the 

Mundra UMPP and, as per Patkar, has already validated 

the project.  End Comment.) 

 

http://wikileaks.org/cable/2008/07/08MUMBAI340.html


Indian CDM Coal Projects - Registered 

Title

Province / 

State

1st period 

ktCO2e/yr

PDD 

Consultant MWel

Grid connected energy efficient power generation Gujarat 1840 Adani Power 1320,0
Greenhouse Gas Emission Reductions Through Super-Critical Technology - 

Sasan Power Ltd.

Madhya 

Pradesh

2246 Reliance 

Power
3960,0

Energy efficient power generation in Tirora, India Maharashtra 1193 Adani Power 1320,0
Greenhouse Gas Emission Reductions through Super-critical Technology - 

Coastal Andhra Power Ltd.

Andhra 

Pradesh

1235 Reliance 

Power

3960,0

Greenhouse Gas Emission Reductions Through Super Critical Technology - 

Jharkhand Integrated Power Ltd.

Jharkhand 2140 Reliance 

Power

3960,0



Indian CDM Coal Projects - Rejected 

Title

Province / 

State

1st period 

ktCO2e/yr

PDD 

Consultant MWel

GHG Emission Reductions through grid connected high efficiency power 

generation 

Gujarat 2652 Coastal 

Gujarat 

Power

4000,0

Energy Efficient Power Generation by Nabha Power Limited Punjab 936 Nabha 

Power

1400,0

Energy Efficient Power Generation by Talwandi Sabo Power Limited Punjab 1640 Talwandi 

Sabo Power

1980,0

Energy Efficient Power Generation by Talwandi Sabo Power Limited Punjab

1455

Talwandi 

Sabo Power

1980,0

Grid Connected Power Generation through Supercritical technology Maharashtra 1606 Sophia 

Power 

Company

1320,0



Indian CDM Coal Projects – At Validation 
Title

Province / 

State

1st period 

ktCO2e/yr

PDD 

Consultant MWel

Grid connected energy efficient power generation in Jhajjar, Haryana Haryana 2075 Jhajjar 

Power

1320,0

Grid connected super-critical technology based power generation in Tirora, 

India

Maharashtra 1108 Adani Power 1980,0

Mitigation of GHG emissions through power generation at high efficiency Gujarat 2328 Adani Power 1980,0

Energy efficient power generation by GCEPL Chhattisgarh 1102 GMR 

Industries

1370,0

Grid Connected Energy Efficient Power Generation by Talwandi Sabo Power 

Limited

Punjab 1640 Talwandi 

Sabo Power

1980,0

1320 MW Coal Based Super Critical Thermal Power Plant by Jaiprakash 

Power Ventures Limited (JPVL)

Madhya Pradesh 644 Jaiprakash 

Associates
1320,0

Grid connected, energy efficient power plant in Junagadh, Gujarat by SPEPL Gujarat 1036 n.a. 1320,0

Energy efficient power generation at Kawai in Rajasthan, India Rajasthan 1097 Adani Power 1320,0

2 x 660MW Bhavanapadu Thermal Power Project Andhra 

Pradesh

262 East Coast 

Energy 

Private

1320,0

Energy efficient power generation at Pench in Madhya Pradesh (MP), India Madhya 

Pradesh

1178 Adani Power 1320,0

Energy efficient power generation at Dahej in Gujarat, India Gujarat 2425 Adani Power 2640,0

Grid Connected Energy Efficient Power Generation by Nabha Power 

Limited

Punjab 706 Nabha 

Power

700,0

Gudur Thermal Power Project Andhra 

Pradesh

522 Pragdisa 

Power

1320,0

Thoothukudi Thermal Power Project Tamil Nadu 522 Vainateya 

Power

1320,0

Replacement of electricity generated by existing 4 subcritical units of 120 Maharashtra 215 n.a. 660,0

GHG Emission Reductions through grid connected high efficiency power Gujarat 4149 Coastal 

Gujarat 

4000,0

Energy Efficient Power Generation by DB Power (Madhya Pradesh) 

Limited – Phase I

Madhya 

Pradesh

1092 Dainik 

Bhaskar 

Group

2640,0

Energy Efficient Power Generation by Welspun Energy Madhya Pradesh 

Limited

Madhya Pradesh 1638 n.a. 1980,0

Energy Efficient Power Generation by Welspun Energy Anuppur Private 

Limited

Madhya Pradesh 1092 n.a. 1320,0

GHG emission reduction through power generation at high efficiency Chhattisgarh 688 PE 

Sustainabilit

1320,0

Thermal power generation using less GHG intensive technology Orissa 516 CESC 1320,0

Energy efficient power generation plant at Krishnapatnam Andhra Pradesh 1234 n.a. 1980,0

Energy efficient power generation in Raigarh, Chhattisgarh, India Chhattisgarh 478 VISA Power 660,0

Energy efficient power generation in Brahmanbasta, Cuttack,Orissa Orissa 956 VISA Power 1320,0

Super Critical technology based thermal power generation at Andhra 

Pradesh, India

Andhra 

Pradesh

970 Krishnapatn

am Power 

Corporation

1980,0



Campaign Tools Used 

- Additionality analysis and public comments to individual 
coal power projects during Global Stakeholder Consultation 

- Scientific studies on the flawed rules of coal power projects 
and non-additionality  

- Press Releases and media campaigns 

- Open Letters to EU Environment Ministers & COP President 

- Numerous letters and emails to CDM Executive Board 
Members & officials of national governments 







1. Project 4785 : Guangdong Pinghai Power Plant  
Host Party: China 
Annual reductions 600,000 tonnes CO2 
 
2. Energy Efficient Power Generation by Nabha 
Host Party: India  
Annual reductions 900,000 tonnes CO2 
 
3. Coastal Gujarat Power Limited (Mundra) 
Host Party: India  
Annual reductions 2,800,000 tonnes CO2 
 

ACHIEVEMENTS  

 



Crediting methodology currently SUSPENDED until further notice 
 
- Further registration requests on ice! 
- If not registered before end 2012, not eligible in the EU… 
- Potentially cleared out further coal projects in the CDM 
 

ACHIEVEMENTS  

 



Hydro Power Projects in 

the CDM 



Hydro Power Projects are Not Additional 

• Hydropower is a cost competitive 
technology 

• The countries with the most CDM 
projects have aggressive targets for 
hydropower  

• Decisions to build individual projects 
are made by governments not the 
private sector 

 CDM unlikely to influence amount of 
new hydropower projects 

 



Hydro Power Projects are Not Sustainable 

• Loss of water quality  impact on 
fisheries 

• Reduced fresh water availability and 
quality 

• Loss of biodiversity 

• Loss of livelihood, infrastructure, 
agricultural land 

• Loss of culture/indigenous peoples 

• Human rights abuses 

 



Panama: Barro Blanco Project 

• Not additional 

 

• Enormous environmental impacts 

 

• Faulty EIA 

 

• No adequate public consultation 

 

• Affecting indigenous people 

 

 Registered in June 2011 



Campaign Tools Used: 

 

• Public comments 

 

• Letters to CDM EB & Banks 

 

• Complaints procedure 

 

• Press work 

 

• Public pressure, public 

hearings & demonstrations 



http://www.aljazeera.com/


• Project reviewed thoroughly but it was found that 

rules for local stakeholder consultation were not 

violated 

• For the first time it was acknowledged at 

international level that local stakeholder consultation 

rules are weak 

• Raised international awareness about the project 

• Further to local protests, project currently 

temporarily suspended to examine faulty EIA 

ACHIEVEMENTS (Campaign ongoing) 



Human Rights Violations 



Honduras: Aguan Biogas Project 

 

Registered in July 2011 

Project connected to 

landright conflicts 

(landgrabbing) 

 

Local stakeholder 

consultation flawed  

 

Project owner suspected 

to have killed 40+ farmers 

 



Campaign Tools Used: 

- Case presented at international meetings 

 

- Letters to CDM EB, UK government and 

buyers 

 

- Open Letter signed by 100 CSOs to 

Honduran DNA 

 

- Media work & fact finding mission 

 



  

Carbon Markets & 
Investors Association 

  

 

   13 April 2011 
 

CMIA press release 
 

CMIA condemns human rights abuses 
 

With regard to the CDM Watch’s feature on the Aguan biogas project in Honduras, as an association, the Carbon 

Markets & Investors Association (CMIA) condemns in the strongest possible terms any abuse of human rights. The 

rigorous Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) project approval process provides several stages during w hich such 

abuses may come to light, including the stakeholder consultation process, validation and verif ication by UN 

accredited verif iers (DOEs), and the Executive Board review s. CMIA strongly urges all those w ho have a role in the 

scrutiny of Project Activities requesting registration and/or issuance to continue their efforts to discover such abuses; 

and if proven, have the requests rejected from the UN approval processes. Should, notw ithstanding these checks, a 

registered CDM Project Activity (the Project) subsequently be found to have engaged in human rights abuses, CMIA 

requests all buyers, verif iers and other providers of CDM related services to immediately terminate their commercial 

relationship w ith the Project and requests all the relevant regulators to take such steps as are w ithin their pow ers to 

prevent further Certif ied Emission Reductions (CERs) being issued to the Project. CMIA also requests the CDM 

Executive Board to develop and implement procedures to remove such Projects from the list of registered CDM 

Project Activities. 

 

Notes to Editors: 

For further information, please contact: Miles Austin, miles.austin@cmia.net , +44 7889 344 642 

 

About the CMIA: 

The Carbon Markets & Investors Association (CMIA) is an international trade association representing over 50 

companies that f inance, invest in, and provide enabling support to activities that reduce emissions.   CMIA's 

membership accounts for an estimated 75 per cent of the global carbon market, valued at USD 120 billion in 

2010.  Solely representing organizations that provide services to and invest in the environmental sector, membership 

does not include any entities w ith compliance obligations under cap-and-trade schemes.  This results in a unique 

advocacy platform w ith emphasis on the environmental integrity of market mechanisms and climate change policies.  

 

  

 





• Investor EDF Trading withdrew from the project despite existing 
purchasing agreements 

• Project reviewed thoroughly. However, rules for local stakeholder 
consultation found not violated - it was again acknowledged at 
international level that local stakeholder consultation rules are too 
weak 

• Issue of human rights in carbon markets for the first time on the 
international political agenda 

• Pressure on the European Commission and CDM policy dialogue 
panel  

 

 

ACHIEVEMENTS 



Essentials for a project campaign: 
- What’s the status of the project? 

- Which rights were violated? 

- What do you want to achieve with this campaign? 

- What are your best arguments? 

- Who is involved in the project (buyers, banks, investors)? 

- Do you have allies and NGOs to support your campaign? 

- Identify campaign actions, e.g.: 

- Short case study (1-2 pages max) , presenting the case (for journalists) 

- Engagement opportunities in the CDM project cycle 

- Open Letters (to who? Signed by who?) 

 

 

 

 

 



Summary: 

- Know the process 

- Know your rights 

- Support claims with facts and figures 

- Know who to target and when 

 

 
“Never believe that a few caring people can't change the 

world. For, indeed, that's all who ever have”. 
 

By Margaret Mead (American cultural anthropologist) 



Working Groups  from 15:30 – 16:30 

1) Kapavalli Windmill Project – Facilitator: Dr Leena & Viren Lobo 

2) JK Papermill Project – Facilitator: Debsheet & Ranjan 

3) CSO views on CDM and carbon markets – Facilitator:  Mamata 
& Samir 

 

Objective for Working Groups: 

- Agree on 3 actions to follow up after the Workshop 

- Identify 3 recommendations for Workshop Statement 

Report back by facilitators and discussion: 16.30-17.30 

 


